To Minister Perry

Minister for Local Government

Email: office@perry.minister.nsw.gov.au

Dear Minister Perry

Re:  
Amendment to current Companion Animals Act  -

Abolition of the requirement for non - racing Greyhounds to wear muzzles in public

Ray Williams MP Member for Hawkesbury asked in the NSW Parliament in June and December 2009 to change the Act in relation to retired Greyhounds wearing muzzles. I fully support his questions and request that you take urgent action to change the Act.  He raised the questions to you:

 “With reference to the Companion Animals Act and advice received (Question 6895) …will the Minister now amend the Companion Animals Act to permit greyhounds that have undertaken appropriate temperament assessment, to be walked in public without a muzzle, similar to Victoria, South Australia and Queensland? Is the Minister aware of how many greyhound racing dogs have been euthanased since this question was raised, given they are not considered appropriate family pets due to the stigma of wearing a muzzle in public? “

You said that your department would report back in the first half of 2010.  Meanwhile Greyhounds adopted as pets from a recognised adoption agency, such as Friends of the Hound Inc, are still required in NSW to wear muzzles in public places. This requirement is totally unjustifiable in my view, and in the view of any person who has experience with this breed of dog. Greyhounds are gentle, friendly, affectionate dogs and make wonderful pets.  This perception, along with the reluctance of many otherwise willing people to adopt a dog that has to be muzzled, directly contributes to the destruction of thousands of these beautiful, healthy dogs.  By being muzzled they are immediately associated with being a dangerous dog.  In recent NSW local Government Dog Attack Reports, not one Greyhound is listed.

It’s time you acted with urgency to change the Act to bring NSW in line with the rest of Australia. It’s time Greyhounds receive the respect they deserve.  These beautiful dogs need to be able to walk muzzle free and by doing so, more people will find this breed more approachable so that their true nature will be appreciated by the general public, thus saving Greyhounds from destruction and giving them a second chance to live a life well loved, and not just a commodity to be discarded, 

I urge you to take urgent action and change the Act to allow pet Greyhounds to walk muzzle free.

Yours sincerely

